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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to communications filed on 1/29/09. 

2. Claims 4, 15, 19, 21 and 25 have been amended, claims 7, 11 and 23 
have been canceled. 

3. Thus, claims 1 -6, 8-1 0, 1 2-22, 24-25 are pending. 

4. The indicated allowability of claims 1 -6, 8-1 0, 1 2-22, 24-25 on 1 0/29/08 
have been withdrawn in view of the newly discovered reference Wu (US 
Patent 7058739). Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 10, 12-15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

For claim 10, the recitation of -and — after "wireless command" in line 12 should 

be deleted. 

Claims 12-15 depend on claim 10 and incorporates the informalities of claim 10. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 10 recites "a peripheral connector" in line 5 and "peripheral component" in 
line 8. It is not clear whether there is any relationship between the two recitations. 
Since [0032], page 11 of the disclosure mentions that ports are coupled to the 
peripheral components, it is likely that "peripheral component" is intended instead 
of "peripheral connector". 

Claims 12-15 depend on claim 10 and incorporate the same ambiguity. 

Claim 15 recites "the input/output interface" in line 3. It is not clear whether it is 
same or different from "an input/output port" recited in line 13 of claim 10. Since 
both are used to provide wake-up command to the processing unit, it is likely that 
same relationship is intended. For the rest of the action, it is assumed that "the 
input/output port" was intended in line 3. 

Claim 16 recites "a peripheral connector" in line 4 and "peripheral component" in 
lines 5-6. It is not clear whether there is any relationship between the two 
recitations. Since [0032], page 11 of the disclosure mentions that ports are 
coupled to the peripheral components, it is likely that "peripheral component" is 
intended instead of "peripheral connector". 
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Claims 17-20 depend on claim 16. Therefore, they incorporate the same 
ambiguities. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 16, 18, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Wu (US Patent 7058739). 

For claim 16, Wu teaches the following limitations: 
A method for remote connecting comprising: 

receiving a first power supply (lines 25-30 of column 2) to power a remote 
connector (12); 

providing, by the remote connector, a plurality of ports, each capable of 
physically receiving a peripheral connector (Fig 1 shows that hub 12 
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receives plurality of peripheral devices 13a-13d through corresponding 
ports; lines 10-13 of column 3) for communication with a remote 
processing system (10; lines 4-9 of column 3) having a second power 
supply (102) to power the remote processing system (lines 15-20 of 
column 3), wherein each peripheral component is one of an input device, 
an output device and an input/output device (lines 35-55 of column 1 
mentions that the devices are USB. Thus, a USB mouse/keyboard can be 
examples of input devices); 

wirelessly receiving a wireless command (14 receives wireless command 
as shown in Fig 1) from a remote device (16-18 in Fig 1); 

generating a wake-up command in response to the wireless command 
(line 65, column 3 through line 5, column 4); and 

transmitting the wake-up command to the processing system (line 65, 
column 3 through line 6, column 4 mention that controller sends signals to 
the host to raise power) coupled to the remote connector across a bus 

(lib in Fig 1). 

For claim 18, wireless command is a wakeup request (lines 50-57 of column 3). 

For claims 19 and 20, bus connecting hubs and devices 13a-13d are USB (lines 
27-35 of column 3). 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12-14, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wu (US Patent 7058739), in view of Young (US Patent 
6963935). 

For claim 1, Wu teaches the following limitations: 

A remote connector (12 and 14) comprising: 

a power supply input receiver operably coupleable to a power source 
(102; Fig 1) and being capable of receiving a power supply for powering 
the remote connector (Fig 1 shows that 12 and 14 receives power supply 
from 102; lines 5-25 of column 3); 

a plurality of ports, each of the plurality of ports capable of physically 
receiving a peripheral component for communication (Fig 1 shows that 
hub 12 receives plurality of peripheral devices 13a-13d through 
corresponding ports; lines 10-13 of column 3) with a remote processing 
unit (10; lines 4-9 of column 3), wherein each peripheral component is one 
of an input device, an output device and an input/output device (lines 35- 
55 of column 1 mentions that the devices are USB. Thus, a USB 
mouse/keyboard can be examples of input devices); 
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a wireless receiver capable of wirelessly receiving a wireless command 
(14 receives wireless command as shown in Fig 1) from a remote device 
(16-18 in Fig 1); and 

a transmitter (144, 142 in Fig 1) capable of generating a wake-up 
command in response to the wireless command (line 65, column 3 
through line 6, column 4 mention that controller sends signals to the host 
to raise power) and capable of providing the wake-up command through 
an input/output interface (lib) to the processing unit (10) operably 
coupleable to the remote connector (line 65, column 3 through line 10, 
column 4). 

Although Wu's remote connector (i.e., combination of 12 and 14) comprises all 
the elements recited in the claims, one hub in Wu shown in Fig does not have 
both physical and wireless interface. Young et al teach a system where hub has 
interface for both physical peripheral devices and wireless device (Fig 1; lines 5- 
10 of column 3 mention that peripherals can be wireless; Fig 2; thus, the hub can 
comprise interface for both wireless and physical devices). 

It would have been obvious for one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Wu and Young. One ordinary 
skill would be motivated to interface devices 13a - 13d with 14 as taught in 
Young, since this will remove extra hub 12, which will save space and provides 
easier configuration. 
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For claim 2, 11a and lib in Fig 1 of Wu is tine bus for transmitting commands 
from liub to tine liost. 

For claim 4, Young shows an antenna 60 in Fig 2, which can be incorporated in 
Wu. One ordinary skill would be motivated to use antenna for its ease of use. 

For claim 5, 60 in Young is a radio frequency antenna (lines 65-67 of column 4). 

For claim 6, Wu's ports are USB (lines 30-35 of column 3). 

For claim 8, wireless command is a wakeup request (lines 53-57 of column 3 of 
Wu). 

For claim 10, Wu teaches the following limitations: 
A remote connection system (Fig 1) comprising: 

a remote connector (12 and 14) including: 

a power supply input receiver operably coupled to a first power source and 
being capable of receiving a first power supply for powering the remote 
connector (hub can have its own power supply; lines 25-30 of column 2); 

a plurality of ports, each capable of physically receiving a peripheral 
connector for communication (Fig 1 shows that hub 12 receives plurality of 
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peripheral devices 13a-13d through corresponding ports; lines 10-13 of 
colunnn 3) with a remote processing unit (10 in Fig 1; lines 4-9 of column 
3) operably coupled to a second power source (102) and being capable of 
receiving a second power supply for powering the remote processing unit 
(lines 15-20 of column 3), wherein each peripheral component is one of an 
input device, an output device and an input/output device (lines 35-55 of 
column 1 mentions that the devices are USB. Thus, a USB 
mouse/keyboard can be examples of input devices); 

a wireless receiver that receives a wireless command (14 receives 
wireless command as shown in Fig 1 ); and 

a transmitter (144, 142 in Fig 1) operative to generate a wake-up 
command in response to the wireless command (line 65, column 3 
through line 6, column 4 mention that controller sends signals to the host 

to raise power); and 

an input/output port (1 lb in Fig 1) operably coupled to the processing unit 
(Fig 1), such that the wake-up command may be provided to the 
processing unit (line 65, column 3 through line 10, column 4); and 

a remote device (16-18 in Fig 1) capable of generating the wireless 
command and providing the wireless command to the remote connector 
(Fig1). 
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Although Wu's remote connector (i.e., combination of 12 and 14) comprises all 
the elements recited in the claims, one hub in Wu shown in Fig does not have 
both physical and wireless interface. Young et al teach a system where hub has 
interface for both physical peripheral devices and wireless device (Fig 1; lines 5- 
10 of column 3 mention that peripherals can be wireless; Fig 2; thus, the hub can 
comprise interface for both wireless and physical devices). 

It would have been obvious for one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Wu and Young. One ordinary 
skill would be motivated to interface devices 13a - 13d with 14 as taught in 
Young, since this will remove extra hub 12, which will save space and provides 
easier configuration. 

For claim 12, Wu's ports are USB (lines 30-35 of column 3). 

For claim 13, 60 in Young is a radio frequency antenna (lines 65-67 of column 4). 

For claim 14, wireless command is a wakeup request (lines 53-57 of column 3 of 
Wu). 

For claim 25, Wu teaches the following limitations: 
A remote connector (12 and 14) comprising: 
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a power supply input receiver operably coupleable to a power source 
(102) and being capable of receiving a power supply for powering the 
remote connector (Fig 1 shows that 12 and 14 receive power supply from 
102; lines 5-25 of column 3), wherein the remote connector is operably 
remote with respect to a computing system (12 and 14 are remote with 
respect to computing system 10); 

a plurality of ports, each of the plurality of ports capable of receiving a 
peripheral component (Fig 1 shows that hub 12 receives plurality of 
peripheral devices 13a-13d through corresponding ports; lines 10-13 of 
column 3) for communication with the computing system (lines 4-9 of 
column 3); 

a wireless receiver capable of wirelessly receiving a wireless command 
(Fig 1 shows that 14 receives wireless command) from a remote device 

(16-18 in Fig 1); 

and a transmitter (144, 142 in Fig 1) capable of generating a wake-up 
command in response to the wireless command (line 65, column 3 
through line 6, column 4 mention that controller sends signals to the host 
to raise power) and capable of providing the wake-up command through 
an input/output interface (lib) to a processing unit (10) operably 
coupleable to the remote connector (Fig 1 ). 
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Although Wu's remote connector (i.e., combination of 12 and 14) comprises all 
the elements recited in the claims, one hub in Wu shown in Fig does not have 
both physical and wireless interface. Young et al teach a system where hub has 
interface for both physical peripheral devices and wireless device (Fig 1; lines 5- 
10 of column 3 mention that peripherals can be wireless; Fig 2; thus, the hub can 
comprise interface for both wireless and physical devices). 

It would have been obvious for one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Wu and Young. One ordinary 
skill would be motivated to interface devices 13a - 13d with 14 as taught in 
Young, since this will remove extra hub 12, which will save space and provides 
easier configuration. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 21-22, 24 are allowed. 

Claims 3, 9, 15, 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 

claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form to overcome claim 
objections and rejections under 35 USC 1 12 as set forth in this action including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Fahmida Rahman whose telephone number is 
571-272-8159. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday Tuesday 
Thursday 8:30 - 5:30. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Thomas Lee can be reached on 571- 
272-3667. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the status of an 
application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Fahmida Rahman/ 

Examiner 

Art Unit 21 16 

/Thomas Lee/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 21 15 



